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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed July 2, 2002, please amend the 
above-identified application as follows. A petition for extension of time to respond for 
two months from October 2, 2002, to December 2, 2002, accompanies this Amendment. 

IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please amend the last full paragraph on page 7 of the application as 

follows: ^ . 



In a preferred embodiment, as depicted in Fig. 2, the process is carried out 
using any version of the RepeatMasker program (Arian Smit, University of Washington, 
Seattle, WA), such as RepeatMasker2. This program screens sequences for interspersed 
repeats that are known to exist in mammalian genomes, as well as for low complexity 
DNA sequences. The output of the program includes a detailed annotation of the repeats 
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